Multiple sclerosis. Magnetic resonance imaging, evoked potentials and cerebrospinal fluid analysis.
We have studied 27 patients with multiple sclerosis (22 definite, 5 probable) by magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), visual evoked potentials (VEPs), brainstem auditory evoked potentials (BAEPs), and oligoclonal bands (OBs) in cerebrospinal fluid (CSF), MRI was altered in 92.5% of the cases, the presence of OBs in CSF was revealed in 73.1% of the examined patients, the frequency of evoked potentials (EPs) alteration was VEPs = 59.3% and BAEPs = 29.6%, at least one of the two EPs occurred positive in 66.6% of the cases. Our data confirm the more sensitive value of MRI compared with OBs and EPs studies in assessing MS, and stress the utility of the combined use of these tests.